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Edge Hill University




Mark Edward, Choreographer and Programme Leader for Dance at Edge Hill University, has been selected to headline the opening night of the British Dance: Edition 2008 in Liverpool. Falling Apart at the Seams will be performed by Edward, together with collaborator Julia Griffin at 9.30pm on 30 January at the Unity Theatre, Liverpool The audience will consist of specially invited dance promoters in search of new trends in British dance.
Mark Edward is available for interview. Images of the performance are also available. Contact Angela Samata, press officer on 01695 58 4112.

Falling Apart at the Seams, performed for the first time as a 35 minute piece, is a quirky, intricate dance performance, that focuses on two performers who take to the stage like gladiators of their long gone past, both in severe denial.  Scathing wit, irony, black humour, cracking hip bones, dodgy lip synching, ropey phrase work and a constant urge to take centre spot light is the undercurrent of the piece. 

The choreography and body twisting phrases are a darkly comedic assault on the dancing body, exploring irony, parody and dance languages of the past. The performance challenges the stereotypes associated with dance and takes a harsh look at the aesthetics of performance.
Edward and Griffith become the modern day Bette and Joan, who not only let their hair down but also their mothers, their therapists and their old dance teachers.
Dance writer, Christy Adair said: ‘Falling Apart at the Seams humorously captivates the audience with issues of dancers clinging to dance performance of the past and literally competing for centre stage. 
Edward’s ability to question modern dance conventions through volatile, engaging tactics is both commendable and riveting. It is not possible to watch Edward’s work without reflecting on modern dance culture which he so excellently parodies. The last image of the dancers following a larger than life white rabbit off the stage to the lyrics which promise of a ‘wonderland far away’ is a striking image to end a provocative work.”
END

Notes to Editors

Mark Edward & Company work in the domain of European dance theatre and have explored a range of socio-political issues ranging from gender, age, sexuality, size zero, consumerist culture, identity and race.  The vision is to create performance from the reality that reflects diversity within contemporary culture and treating all languages with the same common respect. 

Biographies

Mark Edward

Mark Edward, Programme Leader for Dance at Edge Hill University, is a performer, choreographer and contemporary practitioner. His interests focus on gender performative, socio-political self in performance, performing identities, queer theory, embodiment, flesh as the site for representation/presentation and the aesthetics of no ordinary bodies.

Professionally he has worked for Rambert Dance Company London, Senza-Tempo Dance Theatre Company Barcelona, Penny Arcade NYC, Julie Tolentino NYC, Paul Johnson, Dublin, Mista DJ MK as well as a range of other high profiling practitioners and organisations. 

Mark has received funding for his work from Arts Council of England, North West Arts Board, Dance North West’s Pivot Commission, European Regional Development Funds (ERDF), Jump Start funds from the Creative Industries, Research and Development funding from Edge-Hill University Research Committee, funding from the Faculty of Arts & Sciences at Edge Hill University and various private funding.  

His choreographies have been chosen for a range of showcases including British Dance Edition 2008, LEAP  2007, Charge DanceFest 2007,  After-Leap 2007, Marks of Time international Dance Conference 2007, Arts Forum 2007, Dance Cuts 2006, Young Blood Series, The Arts Factory London, the Music Hall Shrewsbury, Unity Theatre Liverpool, New Moves 1999, Lycees Festival in Angers France…. 

Mark has recently created a new piece titled ‘Why Can’t Martha Graham Just F*** Off ‘n ’ Die?!’ which was premiered at LIPA in March 2007 and shall be touring at a later date alongside Falling Apart at the Seams. His next project Council House Movie Star (featuring Gale Force) aims to challenge perceptions on class systems, social pleasantries and shatter the illusions and dreams of ideologies around social performatives.

Other works from Mark Edward include I’m so inbred I’m my own Daddy, Recovery Clinic for the Tormented Stars, The Lying Bitch and the Wardrobe, Flat 6, Stiletto Ghetto and other varied projects…

Julia Griffin

Julia Griffin is a freelance dance artist operating in the UK and Europe with extensive knowledge and experience in teaching, performing and choreographing contemporary dance and dance for camera film works. She has collaborated with various artists, dance companies, theatre practitioners, vocational and academic institutions in the UK and Europe. 

A graduate from Middlesex University with a BA (Hons) in Performing Arts, a Special Certificate in Choreography and Performance from London Contemporary Dance School and an MA in Media Arts from Manchester Metropolitan University. Previous collaborative work with artists include Stephen Petronio, Emilyn Claid, David Massingham, Earl Lloyd Hepburn, Siobhan Davies, Hans Tuerling, the late Lea Parkinson, Penny Arcade, Wendy Houston, Julie Tollentino, Katherine Dawson, Pete Purdy, Lawrence Turnball, Rachel Davies, Ruth Gibson and Bruno Marteli (Igloo ‘Swanquake’), Guy Hilton and the late Jeremy James.

She has performed and worked with Gestures Dance Company, Swamp Circus, Gorgeous Dance Company, Common Ground Sign Dance Theatre, Glee Club, Senza Tempo, Twisted Collision Dance Theatre, Siobhan Davies Dance Company, Red Ladder Theatre CO, Robert Hylton, Stark Dancers and Axial Dance.

Her performance, choreographic and film work has been seen on BBC 1 (‘OK 2 TALK FEELINGS’), The Big Screen (‘Ran out of Credit’ and ‘The Binsons’), MTV (Rachel Macfarlen and Lucid) Moves Festival (‘Golden Day Waltzing’), The Cornerhouse (‘The Assembly’), Commonwealth Film Festival (Swan), BBC's 10x10: (‘NIGHTFRONTIER’), Granada T.V Best of the Fest and Manchester International Arts (Sensa Tempo and the Penny Arcade Show) and TWISTED COLLISION'S award winning 'TREADING WATER', which was given by VIDEO POSITIVE in 1995 and can be viewed at FACT in Liverpool and also as an online resource. She was the only UK choreographer selected for ‘The Migrant Body Project’ involving five countries, five selected choreographers and 10 international dancers in 2007.

	Dr. John Cater Vice-Chancellor
	Edge Hill University

St. Helens Road, Ormskirk, Lancashire

L39 4QP
	Telephone: 01695 575171

Facsimile: 01695 579997

http://www.edgehill.ac.uk

	[image: image2.png]S
INVESTOR IN PEOPLE







[image: image3.jpg]