‘Sid Jonah Anderson by Lena Simic’ 

I am currently developing a live art event ‘Sid Jonah Anderson by Lena Simic’, which builds on my previous work, particularly my performance Medea/Mothers’ Clothes which used the character of Medea and the lived experience of becoming a mother attending toddlers’ groups in Liverpool to intervene into the problematic ideologies surrounding notions of motherhood. 

This live art event features my third baby Sid, who was born on the 7th August 2007. This performance stages the daily labour of mothering, in particular the bathtime/bedtime routine. 

In addition to performing ‘baby bedtime routine’ on stage, I plan on presenting extracts from my diary, which I have kept on a daily basis since the last month of pregnancy. This diary has for me become a generative, critical and contemplative space which charts, marks and critiques the notions of the maternal in the time around the baby’s birth. The diary will take the form of audio-visual footage projected as a backdrop to my action on stage. Such audio-visual footage will feature ‘home movies’ of late pregnancy and baby’s first days. ‘Home movies’ include a variety of footage from private live art event of painting of the mother’s pregnant belly with different coloured flags to the baby’s daily outings to the park. One of the explicit themes in the audio-visual footage is the critical take on the issues of citizenship – baby Sid being British whilst the mother is Croatian. I am also interested to address the absurdities and processes of welcoming a new life into the world and its communities (nation, religion, local neighbourhood). 

My aim with ‘Sid Jonah Anderson by Lena Simic’ is to de-authorise a private-intimate/public-citizen binary and acknowledge the labour of parenting within an arts context. 

ACTION ON STAGE:

We open the performance with Lena entering the stage with a baby bath, full of water.

She then brings on the bottle steamer and the kettle. She plugs them in and turns them on. Hissing sound. At some point in the performance Lena will make baby formula bottles. 

Other props that Lena brings on stage might include: changing mat, baby pram, towels, baby shampoo, toys, music box, books, blankets, sheets… 

Finally the baby Sid is brought on stage. He is undressed and bathed in the baby bath. Lena performs her daily routine: bathing the baby, nappy changing, dressing, feeding, burping, putting the baby to sleep… 

Some audio-visual footage as a backdrop (extracts from home movies: late pregnancy and the baby’s first days).

The action on stage is expected to take 40 minutes, possibly longer.
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