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I love the idea behind The Moral Values Festival. Produced by The Brick Theater in Williamsburg, Brooklyn, it was inspired by the focus on morality during the 2004 Presidential election. Each of the offerings in this summer theater festival examine moral issues in one fashion or another, even if only in the sense that what you see on stage may be deemed morally questionable by politically conservative segments of the population.

As with all festivals, the shows are a mixed bag in terms of quality. Of the three productions that I saw, the most daring, experimental, and theatrically engaging is Third Person, presented by Proto-type Theater. Written and directed by Peter S. Petralia, this multi-media work tells the story of two gay men falling in and out of love, probing both the passion and isolation that marks their affair.

Performed in a detached, stylized manner by James Tigger! Ferguson and Carlton Ward, the show makes use of microphones, slides, video, and overhead projectors. The employment of such technology is not merely a gimmick, as it seems to be in so many so-called "experimental" productions; on the contrary, these devices are integral to both the form and content of Third Person, driving the narrative of the show while endowing the production with an aesthetic that seems almost clinical despite the eroticism of some of the images. The still photography slides and video projections by Laura Klein are artful; the overhead projections by J. Morrison are literally cartoons that the actors sometimes fill in with scribbled sketches and notations.

Third Person is a poignant and amusing exploration of the loneliness that seeps into and eventually comes to define even the most seemingly passionate of relationships. "This could be fiction," says Ferguson early on in the play. "But it's not really," adds Ward. The purposeful blurring of such boundaries adds to the work's impact.
